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Dear Minister Reps, 

Dear Mr Chairman, 

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

 

As introduced by Mr Tönnisson, since  November 2005  I have been the Deputy Director 

General of DG Enterprise and Industry of the European Commission - responsible for 

Innovation policy and SME policy. I am an appointed SME envoy of the European 

Commission. 

 

I am pleased to attend the 10th annual meeting of the Innovation Relay Centres and to 

meet all of you for the first time. There is hardly a better place for a meeting on innovation 

than Estonia.  

 

You already have the image of being an extremely innovative country: The picture of the 

first paperless Estonian government meeting with cabinet members around their laptops 

and ministers on mission participating online, had a deep impact on the public perception 

of the Baltic region. It demonstrated what new way of thinking and dedication can 

achieve. 

 

SME and Innovation policies are wide fields, so I am going to l focus on three aspects 

today: 

 

Firstly, I want to briefly introduce my role as an SME envoy.  

 

Secondly, I want to give you an overview on the key actions proposed. on September 

13th the when the European Commission published a new Framework Communication on 

Innovation which outlines the key actions for the implementation of the renewed Lisbon 

Agenda for the period to 2010.  

Thirdly, in the context of the Competitiveness and Innovation Framework program to be 

adopted by the Council soon the Business and Innovation support networks will be 

strengthened and reorganised. I want to outline our ideas for better services for SMEs. 
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23mio SME in the EU don�t make it into the headlines everyday. But they are the 

backbone of our European economy. A loss of one thousand jobs in a single 

manufacturing plant gets more attention by politicians and media than any regulation that 

hinders 1000 small companies to create one additional job each.  

 

That�s why the Commisison has moved SMEs to the heart of the re-launched Lisbon 

Agenda which aims to make the European economy stronger and bring about more jobs 

and sustainable growth in the EU.  SMEs account for the lion�s share of jobs and present 

a considerable potential for growth.  Furthermore, they are a major source of 

entrepreneurial skills, innovation and they contribute to economic and social cohesion. 

Therefore, the Commission has put up a gear to make sure that different policies 

contribute to create an environment where SMEs can flourish. 

 

My task as the European Commission�s SME Envoy is to ensure that the �Think Small 

First� principle is integrated into Community level law-making. As you well know, SME 

policy is cross-cutting and almost all Communities and national policies are relevant for 

SMEs. Just think about the competition, regional or innovation policy.  

 

Therefore, our objective is to analyse the impact of a piece of proposed legislation on 

SMEs and, if necessary, intervene to ensure that the new piece of legislation is truly 

SME-friendly.  

 

Moreover, we want to take a step further and change the way of thinking so that the SME 

perspective would become the guiding principle when laws and rules are drafted right 

from the beginning.  

 
Last but not least, we need to communicate better what we are doing and engage in a 

true dialogue with our stakeholders. We want to involve all relevant SME stakeholders 

closely in the implementation of modern SME and innovation policy. You have a vital role 

to play in this.  

 




